


Discover Sea Life 
Ladysmith Maritime Society (LMS) is hosting a Sea Life Celebration on Sunday, August 15, 2021 

from 1 to 4 pm. at the Ladysmith Community Marina, 611 Oyster Bay Drive, Ladysmith, BC  

 

 We invite children, teens, and adults to participate in our Sea Life Celebration. 

  

The Sea Life Celebration introduces young people and their families to the wonder of the sea life of 
Ladysmith Harbour. There will be Salish Young Wolves Dancers, hands-on touch tank experiences 
with divers, students and marine biologists, a Stz’ uminus First Nation language game and sea life 
games, art projects, science displays and music.  

 

Many educational, interactive, fun activities will take place at the big tent in front of the Welcome 
Centre, at the Maritime Museum, Sea Life Centre, and small tent across from the Bill Adair heritage 
boat shed. Learn more about our local sea life and harbour history on the “Maritimer” tour boat. 

 

Parking will be at the top along Oyster Bay Drive and a golf cart will be available to shuttle folks 
down to the dock who do not wish to use the stairs.  

Everyone is welcome.  Please share this invitation with your friends and family. 

  

Visit www.lmsmarina.ca and Facebook for sea life videos, information and activities on our theme: 
Crabs, Clams, Oysters and Ways to Keep our Oceans Clean. 

 

http://www.lmsmarina.ca/


LMS Website Content 
Discover Sea Life 

1. Crabs 
2. Clams   
3. Oysters 
4. Ways to Keep our Oceans Clean 
       Discover Sea Life with drawings,    

photos, Did You Know…, 
Discover…, Try this…, and Create 
this…. 



Crabs - eyx  

Did you know?  

 
• Crabs have joined legs and a hard body covering.   
•They breather through gills located a the base of the legs. 
• The crab moults (loses its shell) many times in its life. Each time it grows a new 
shell to replace the old one which has become too small for its growing body.  
The shell splits down the middle and the crab backs out of the old shell.  
• Crabs have four pairs of legs and a large pair of grasping claws called pincers. 
 
 



There are many types of crabs ranging from 1 cm long rock crabs to 1 m 
across deep-water King crabs.  The Dungeness crab can grow to 30 cm across 
the back. 
 
Shore crabs are the most abundant crab in Ladysmith Harbour  You find 
them under rocks and scurrying here and there on the beach.  They grow up 
to 4 cm in size.   
 
Hermit crabs live in empty snail shells growing up to 5 cm.  They carry the 
borrowed shell around with them for protection and change it as they grow. 

Crabs walk sideways teaching us that we need to find our own direction. 
With their hard shells crabs remind us of the need to protect ourselves and 
others. 



CANCER CRABS OF LADYSMITH HARBOUR                        

SLENDER (GRACEFUL) CANCER CRAB    Cancer gracilis 

 

This crab is common on the mud-sand bottoms under the docks in 

Ladysmith and in the mussel clumps on the floats. It grows to 11.5 cm 

(4.5 in.) across. It can be distinguished by the white margin of the 

marginal “teeth” of the shell, and its long, slender purple legs and 

claws.  



DUNGENESS CRAB  Cancer magister 

This crab is harvested in commercial, recreational and food fisheries 

in the harbour. Found in eelgrass and on sand-mud bottoms. It grows 

to 25 cm (10 in.) across. The carapace (shell) is gray-brown and 

purple, legs with orange and the underside is yellow. 

CANCER CRABS OF LADYSMITH HARBOUR 

 



RED ROCK CRAB  Cancer productus 

This crab is harvested in recreational and food fisheries in the harbour. 

Found in eelgrass, under rocks and on sand-mud bottoms. It grows to 

20 cm (8 in.) across. The fan-shaped carapace (shell) has wide, 

prominent teeth on the margins. Carapace is brick red; juveniles have 

striped carapaces. 

CANCER CRABS OF LADYSMITH HARBOUR 
 



PHYLUM ARTHROPDA ()CRUSTACEA)  HAIRY GREEN SHORE CRAB 

Scientific name: Hemigrapsus oregonensis 
Other common names: MUDFLAT CRAB 

Adult crabs grow to 5 cm (2 in.) across and are green, yellow, and mottled  
with dots and patches. The walking legs have distinctive hairy margins.  
The two teeth on the sides of the carapace are more prominent than the  
Purple Shore Crab. Found in the upper intertidal area, under rocks and in  
short burrows in the mudflats. It feeds on algae and small marine animals. 
 



PHYLUM ARTHROPDA ()CRUSTACEA)  PURPLE SHORE CRAB 

Scientific name: Hemigrapsus nudas 
Adult Purple Shore crabs grow to 55 mm (2 1/4  in.) across.  
They are purple with large dark spots on the claws and the walking legs  
are smooth, without hairs. The body may sometimes be olive green or  
reddish brown. The two teeth on the sides of the carapace are less prominent  
than the Green Shore Crab. Found in the upper intertidal, under rocks and  
in mussel beds. This shore crab also often feeds on seaweeds and barnacles. 
 



PHYLUM ARTHROPODA (CRUSTACEA)  HAIRY HERMIT CRAB 

Scientific name: Pagurus hirsutiusculus 
Other common names: HAIRY LEGGED HERMIT CRAB 

Small hermit crab, body to 19 mm (0.7 in.)  
Very common in the high intertidal – tide pools.  
It has banded antennae and white bands on the leg joints.  
The hermit crab’s dark brown body is much larger than the tiny shell 
that is abandoned when in flight from predators. 
 



PHYLUM ARTHROPODA (CRUSTACEA)  GRAINY HAND HERMIT CRAB 

Scientific name: Pagurus granosimanus 
Other common names: GRANULAR HERMIT CRAB; GRAINY HERMIT CRAB 

A common small intertidal hermit crab; body to 20 mm (0.8 in.) distinctive 
orange antennae. The body is dark olive green with pale blue colored 
granules. Commonly found in tidepools. Often inhabits dogwinkle (Nucella) or 
Oyster drill (Ocinebra) shells and can completely withdraw within the shell. 
 



Invasive European Green Crab in British Columbia 

An aquatic invasive species of concern 

The European green crab (EGC) is a small coastal crab that has had 

major negative impacts on the marine environment. It is an invasive 

species that has been spreading throughout BC over the last couple 

decades and is considered one of the 10 most unwanted species in the 

world. 

 

EGC has been spreading along the west coast of North America for the 

last 30 years, and has been detected in BC on the west coast of 

Vancouver Island and parts of the Central Coast since 2006. EGC was 

detected in the Strait of Georgia for the first time in 2019. 



Invasive European Green Crab  

found in Ladysmith Harbour 



Invasive European Green Crab found in Ladysmith Harbour 
European Green Crabs listed as 1of 10 of the most unwanted species by DFO 

COLE SCHISLER  Vancouver Island Free Daily - Jun. 23, 2021 4:40 p.m. 

 

Glenn Irvine spends a lot of time out in the Ladysmith harbour, so he’s 

used to seeing invasive species. But Irvine was shocked when he 

found a European Green Crab in the northern end of Ladysmith’s 

harbour. 

Irvine’s wife Stephanie posted the find to Facebook telling people to be 

on the lookout for the crabs. The Irvines reported the find to the 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans, which Stephanie says set off a 

flurry of phone calls with the DFO.“They were surprised the crab had 

come here so fast”. she said. 

The European Green Crabs are a problem because they will kill 

juvenile crabs, clams and mussels. They also threaten native species 

of eelgrass, which are an at-risk species. European Green Crabs 

flourish in estuary settings like those found in the mudflats of 

Ladysmith harbour. 

https://www.vancouverislandfreedaily.com/author/cole-schisler/


Invasive European Green Crab found in Ladysmith Harbour - continued 

Distinctive characteristics include five points on each side of the shell, 

distinctive markings on its back, and two back legs that will move right 

behind the creature. 

Dr. Thomas Therriault, a research scientist with the DFO confirmed that the 

crab found was a European Green Crab. He said that the crab is a large 

male and although the finding is concerning, there’s no evidence to suggest 

that there’s local reproduction of European Green Crabs in Ladysmith. 

“We don’t consider Green Crab to be established in the Salish Sea outside 

of Sooke Basin,” he said. “A one-off finding is not the end of the world, but it 

is concerning and we want to know about it.” 

Further study will be required to determine if there are more European 

Green Crabs in Ladysmith or if this was just a one-off event. 

Therriault said that the crabs likely worked their way up from San Francisco 

where they’ve been established since the 1980s. 

“They’ve been working their way up the coast. That’s the most likely 

scenario for spread — not to say that movement by ships can’t happen or be 

contributing, but their larvae can float around out there for 30 to 45 days.” 

European Green Crabs have been found in B.C. for the last 20 years. They 

have been found primarily on the West Coast of Vancouver Island and 

further north near Haida Gwaii. 



Discover Crabs 

Test your Knowledge 

At the beach and at the Sea Life 
Celebration festival discover 
crabs. You will see, touch and 
learn about crabs. 
1. What kind of crabs did you 

see? 
2. What kind of crab is this 

boy looking at? 
3. Where are crabs found? 
4. What have you learned 

about the Invasive 
European Green Crab found 
in Ladysmith Harbour? 

 

 



Test your Knowledge 

 

1. Why is this crab called a Hermit Crab? 
2. Have you seen a Hermit Crab? 
3. What colour are Hermit Crabs? 
4. Do they live in the same shell for  
      their entire life? 
5.  What do they eat? 



Credit – Gabriola Museum 

 Did You Know  

 

Try This… 
 



Create  this…  Check out Pinterest 
https://www.pinterest.ca 
 for Crab Art ideas 

Mosaic 

Watercolour painting 

https://www.pinterest.ca 


